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have until eight o’clock next morning before giving
their answer, and begged that they should not be
disturbed, that night, in the neighborhood of the
Fort. This was granted to them. The next day, at
the appointed hour, they brought their conditions.
We subscribed to them without difficulty, for they
did not even ask for their arms or their flag. Their
minister had drawn up the capitulation in latin,
and I served as interpreter, on our side. Fear had
seized them at the moment of our arrival; from that
time they had remained continually shut up, without
even daring to go out during the night to fetch water
from the river, which washes the base of the Fort.

Monsieur d'Iberville on the same day sent Monsieur
du Tas, his Lieutenant, with sixty men to take
possession of the Fort. He himself went thither on
the next day, the day of saint Theresa; and he named
it Fort Bourbon. 1 said Mass there the same day,
and we chanted the 7¢ Dewm. This Fort was only
of wood, smaller and weaker than we had believed.
The booty that was found in it was therefore less
valuable than we had hoped. The English were
fifty-three in number, all comparatively tall and well
built; he who commanded them was more proficient
in trade than in the profession of arms, which he had
never followed; this was the reason why he sur-
rendered so readily. We wondered at the marvelous
erdering of divine Providence. In entering the river
sainte Thérese, we had invoked with confidence the
great Saint whose name the river bears; and God so
arranged events that precisely on the feast-day of
the same Saint we entered the Fort; this rendered
us masters of the Navigation, and of all the Trade of
that great river.



